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Introduction
1. Your children, your schools: Our future
 is the latest White Paper on schools education published by the Department for Children, Families and Schools (DCSF). Although it primarily deals with primary and secondary education, some of its provisions are of interest to FE and skills providers. These provisions are summarised below.
Accredited Schools Groups
2. Accredited Schools Groups are a new innovation, ‘designed to make more use of the best head teachers so they can run more than one school, with better pay, and develop more federations’. These groups will be ‘new not-for-profit groups of state schools, run by the best education providers and executive heads’. Universities, colleges and schools may run Accredited Schools Groups (p. 3).
3. The White Paper announces £20 million in funding over two years to help develop the Accredited Schools Groups. DCSF ‘will require local authorities to consider the use of these providers to tackle underperforming schools’ (p. 9). ‘In time, as the number of these Groups increases, we will expect this to be one of a limited menu of options (including closure and Academy or Trust status) we would expect the authority to choose from’ (p. 50).
4. To become an accredited provider and be allowed to run one of these groups, an applicant must show ‘sound governance; effective leadership and management; a strong model for managing and improving schools; a track record of improving outcomes for children and young people; and the capacity to achieve transformational change in the schools they are supporting’ (p.  49-50). DCSF will develop an accreditation system in partnership with the National College for School Leadership (NCSL).
5. Accredited Schools Groups will ‘have the freedom to recruit the best heads and freedom to reward them substantial pay packages’
.
Partnership working
6. The Accredited Schools Groups are just one of several measures DCSF is taking to extend partnership working throughout the schools sector, on the thesis that schools will not be able to improve services or provide the full range of new education entitlements without working together. ‘Because we know that no school can provide the full guarantee to every pupil and parent through acting alone, partnership must become central to the organisation of the system. Schools will need to work with one another and with other partners in education and in wider children’s services if they are going to provide the full range of opportunities that children and young people will need for success’ (p. 43-4).
7. For example, schools and other services will collaborate to provide children’s services in a locality under the aegis of a Children’s Trust. These bodies already exist, but will be strengthened in the new legislation proposed by the White Paper. ‘We are formally requiring Children’s Trust Boards to be established, and extending the number of statutory ‘relevant partners’ – who will be accountable to each other through the Board for delivering their contribution to the strategy for improving wellbeing’ (p. 52). The trusts will also sit on Local Strategic Partnerships (p. 52).
8. Ofsted will introduce a revised grade for partnership working in September 2009, and ‘is already moving to introduce more streamlined and co-ordinated or joint inspections for federations’ (p. 49).
9. Schools will also be required to collaborate to deliver 14-19 Diplomas and safer schools initiatives. The Government is also encouraging links between secondaries and primaries to allow for an easier transition for students leaving Year 6 for Year 7.
10. The Government also commits itself to ‘reducing barriers’ to partnership. Intriguingly, this includes a pledge to ‘explore ways in which we could extend the benefits of formal shared governance arrangements to include the full range of educational establishments – including colleges, independent schools, Academies, Sure Start Children’s Centres and other partners’ (p. 54).
11. To make sure schools have sufficient funding and resources to work in partnership, the Government ‘will legislate to make clear that the school may use some of its resources for this sort of work and to take on these wider responsibilities. We will make clear that the school has responsibilities’:
first, to the pupils on its own roll;

second, to other children and young people in the wider area; and

third, to the wider community which it serves (p. 48).

Other measures
12. The Government proposes to improve training for schools governors, so that they will be better able to hold their head teachers and management personnel to account. Chairs of governors will be required to undergo specific training. ‘We will expect initial training for governors to focus on the central tasks: providing effective challenge and support, holding to account, making effective use of data and information to manage performance and ensuring value for money’ (p. 13).
13. The Government will introduce a new ‘licence to teach’, which will be valid for five years and which can be renewed. Teachers will also be entitled to continuing professional development, which in any case will be necessary for them to achieve renewal of their licences.
14. DCSF also proposes changes to School Improvement Partnerships (SIPs) and the system of support for under-performing schools. ‘DCSF will, in general, cease to provide, or fund the provision of, school improvement support. Rather, DCSF will ensure that there is sufficient supply of quality-assured improvement support, across the country, to meet schools’ demands’ (p. 58). These support services will be delivered by a broad range of organizations, including colleges, Accredited Schools Groups, high-performing schools and the sponsors of trusts and academy schools (p. 57).
Implications

15. The creation of Accredited Schools Groups could offer a major opportunity for FE colleges. They can potentially lead or be more influential and closely engaged with their own chains of schools, creating stronger and more coherent networks of provision and links to the community. Such schools could also act as feeders, channelling a stream of secondary school students into the college at a later date – similar to the way some elite secondary schools maintain associations with universities.
16. In a broader sense, the White Paper suggests that the Government has retained and strengthened its commitment to greater partnership and collaboration in the delivery of education, and of other public services more broadly. It is creating or expanding many forms of inter-school and inter-provider partnership, and devolving more power to these bodies. These are likely to be emulated in policies in the FE sector.
17. The shift in approach to improvement services could also presage a wider trend across the public sector, with less government presumption and design from the centre, and greater capacity within the provider network itself to deliver these services. This is consonant with the strategic direction favoured by LSIS as a result of consultation with the FE and skills sector. 
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� � HYPERLINK "http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/21st_Century_Schools.pdf" ��http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/21st_Century_Schools.pdf�


� This quote comes from the press release for the White Paper. I could not find specific text in the paper itself.
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