
The importance of being local
Seminar participants

Aidan Relf Policy and Communications 
Adviser

Association of Learning 
Providers

Alison Birkinshaw Principal York College
Alison Kaye Director Work Based Learning Alliance
Andy Wilson Principal Westminster Kingsway 

College
Angela Hands Director National Audit Office
Dr Ann Williams Principal West Suffolk College 
Ben Margulies Policy Research Officer LSIS
Beth Maloney Director of Research and Strategy Oaklands College
Bob Walding YPLA Transition Director LSC
Caroline Bostock Business Development Director Local Government a4e
Caroline Mager Executive Director Policy, 

Research and Strategic 
Intelligence

LSIS

Chris Minter Head of Adult Skills and Learning Leicester City Council
Christina Conroy OBE Principal and CEO Richmond Adult Community 

College 
Dr David Collins CBE Chief Executive LSIS
David Howe Head of Further Education Make Your Mark
David Wilkinson Partner, Public Sector Assurance 

and Advisory
Deloitte

Dereth Wood Director of Operations Ufi/learndirect
Elizabeth Whatmore Head of Local Analysis and 

Delivery Unit
Department for Communities 
and Local Government

Fiona Mackay Programme Director LSIS
Garth Clucas HMI Strategy Directorate Ofsted
Graham Moore OBE Principal Stoke-on-Trent College
Graham Morley Chief Executive and Principal South Staffordshire College
Helen Bailey Keynote speaker          Director - Public Services HM Treasury
Helen Pettifor Executive Director Sector 

Development
LSIS

Holly Wheeler Learning and Development 
Manager

Leadership Centre for Local 
Government

Ian Ashman Principal Community College Hackney
Irene Lucas CBE Keynote speaker Director General, Local 

Government and Regeneration
Previously CE South Tyneside, 
Metropolitan Borough Council

Jane Spurgin Director of Development Kent Association of Further 
Education Colleges

Jane Williams Executive Director for 
Further Education, Skills and 
Regeneration

Becta

Jennifer Adshead Director of Education and 
Training

Women’s Institute



The importance of being local

Jev Bhalla Vice Principal Walsall College 
Joan Lawrence Chair of Governors Craven College
Professor John Benington Keynote 
speaker

Institute of Governance and 
Public Management

Warwick Business School

Kate Campion Operational Director for Regions National College for the 
Leadership of Schools and 
Children’s Services

Kate Holt Council Member Association of School and 
College Leaders (ASCL)

Keith Brooker Director, City & Guilds of 
London Institute

LSIS Board member

Lee Davies Deputy Chief Executive Institute for Learning
Lucy de Groot CBE Seminar chair Independent chair and former 

Chief Executive
Improvement and 
Development Agency (IDeA)

Lynne Sedgmore CBE Executive Director 157 Group
Maggie Galliers CBE Principal Leicester College
Mark Dawe Principal and Chief Executive Oaklands College
Mark Ravenhall Director, Places and Structures NIACE
Martin Doel OBE Chief Executive Association of Colleges
Mary Heslop Vice Principal Strategy Warwickshire College
Matt Atkinson Principal and Chief Executive City of Bath College
Max Hamps Apprenticeships Director Construction Skills 
Maxine Room Principal Lewisham College
Nick Brown OBE Keynote speaker           Principal Oldham Sixth Form College
Nick Foster Total Place Adviser Association of Colleges
Nick Rousseau Team Leader, FE Policy Team Department for Business, 

Innovation and Skills (BIS)
Nicky de Beer General Manager Leadership Centre for Local 

Government
Peter Davies Principal The City Lit 
Peter Grigg Head of Policy and Research Make Your Mark Campaign
Peter Munday Head of Consultancy and 

Coaching Services
LSIS

Phil Radcliffe Chair of the Corporation Strode’s College Corporation
Richard Chambers Principal Lambeth College 
Richard Dimbleby Total Place Project Coordinator Association of Colleges
Rob Wye Acting Chief Executive Young People’s Learning 

Agency
Dame Ruth Silver DBE Chair LSIS
Sheila Lock Keynote speaker Chief Executive Leicester City Council
Stella Mbubaegbu CBE Principal Highbury College
Stephen Grix Principal MidKent College
Stephen Marston Keynote speaker           Director, General Universities and 

Skills Group
Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS)

Stuart Edwards Deputy Director Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS)



Susie Knight Head of Executive and 
Governance Development

LSIS

Tom Milligan Manager Deloitte
Tony Alderman Chair Barnet College
Tracy de Bernhardt Dunkin Principal and Chief Executive West of England School and 

College
Vic Croxson Chief Executive Landex
Vickie Wood Policy Lead: FE Governance and 

Infrastructure
Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS)

Lord Victor Adebowale Keynote 
speaker

Chief Executive Turning Point

Yvette Adams Executive Director Human 
Resources, Culture and Equalities

LSIS


